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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton who is recovering from  


surgery. Also remember his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father.  


Bro. Rick Hulsey struggles with his health


Bro. Dennis Nash in rehab for Parkinson’s


Sis. Tiffney Wiggs recovering from surgery 


Sis. Nancy Woods recovering from a broken


Wrist





Our expectant mother Anna Tramell





___________________________________


Upcoming Dates to Remember





Bible Forum …………………March 22-26


VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11





____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


Song Leader----Marty Hammond


Lord's Supper---Grant Hicks


   Asst. 1-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 2-----Preston Jackson


   Asst. 3-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Ross Statham


   Asst. 5-----Joe Phillips


2nd Prayer----George Wilcox


Read Scripture---Wes Guyton


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Dion Clark


Closing Prayer--- 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham


Song Leader-------Roger Pink


2nd Prayer------Lloyd Jackson


Read Scripture ---Jordan Huff


Sermon----Joey Jackson


Lord's Supper----Grant Hicks


Announcements----Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joey Jackson


 Invitation---Rodee Bruns


 Closing Prayer---Chris Jackson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Procrastination





And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. (Acts 22:16)





     The other day Brother Rodee Bruns said to me, “I want to write an article for the messenger, for the experience and to learn.” (my goal exactly)  He went on to say, however, that he wanted me to assign him a date for the article because he was a procrastinator and he would not get to it unless he had a deadline. His wife, Tracy, approved of his desire and suggested his article be on “procrastination”. 


     To relieve Rodee of that task I decided to write on the subject myself, because, except for a short list of people that I know, most of us are guilty. It is certainly true for me and I have to fight the urge to put things off, looking to a better day.


     Webster gives a simple definition for the word “procrastinate”, as, “putting off something until a later date”, but I believe it is much more significant than that. Many times it causes us to leave undone commitments and goals we make in life. Consider then some causes and effects of procrastination.


1. It gives us a place to hide from the reality of the task at hand. When we have a difficult or unpleasant task, it is so easy to say “I have time, I will do it later”, but, if we are not careful later will never come. 


2. It lets us escape making the decisions necessary to complete the task that must be done. Not many like making decisions, especially if there is a chance of a wrong decision -- so we turn to procrastination.  


3. It keeps us from enjoying the pleasure of a task completed. 			Cont. on page 3


     





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Good lessons from a bad man





Judas. The name almost leaves a film of bad taste in your mouth. But, we can learn from him. And we need to learn from him!


1. All are subject to falling. Judas was an apostle: chosen, blessed and empowered. Learn the lesson: past spiritual success doesn’t insure future spiritual success. “Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (I Cor. 10:12)


2. You cannot successfully bargain with Satan. He’s been the business of bargaining for souls for thousands of years. He is wily, crafty, subtle and relentless. Try to bargain with him and he will “sift you like wheat”.


3. It is possible to see the Lord, hear the Lord, even serve the Lord….But never truly know the Lord. Religion without a relationship is of precious little value.


4. Self - examination must be am ongoing day-by-day process. You can be sure that Judas’ nefarious deed was not a sudden plunge but the last of several steps in a gradual descent away from the Lord. Thus the warning: “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God.” (Heb. 3: 12)


    			


		Don Truex


______________________________


Our Father, Our Friend





And have we now forgotten that powerful Friend? Or do we imagine we no longer need His assistance? I have lived a long time and the longer I live the more convincing proof I see in this truth: that God governs in the affairs of men. If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice it is probable that an empire cannot rise without His aid.


		   Benjamin Franklin		





Cont from Page 1





We all enjoy the experience of a task completed whether procrastinating or not. I can tell you for certain my week goes so much better when I complete the messenger on Monday rather than late Saturday night.


       No doubt these things apply to spiritual procrastination, only to a more severe end. God has provided salvation for all who will obey His will, but many hide from the reality of the task at hand through procrastination. The best known case of spiritual procrastination is Felix who sent for Paul. It is said, “And as he reasoned of righteousness, and self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was terrified, and answered, Go thy way for this time; and when I have a convenient season, I will call thee unto me. (Acts 24:25)  Although we know that Paul spoke with Felix on other occasions, there is no account of a convenient time. 


      The most important decision we will ever make is to obey our Lord in baptism, yet many who know this, even express a desire to do so, escape that decision in the comfort of a “later time”. In contrast to Felix, when Philip joined the Ethiopian eunuch and preached unto him Jesus,


 there was no delay in his decision, 


they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, (here is) water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? (Acts 8:36) Even as Philip was taken by the Spirit of the Lord, his joy was made full, the eunuch saw him no more, for he went on his way rejoicing. (Acts 8:39)


     No matter, what your need may be to obey God (baptism, bible study, more involvement, etc.) don’t let procrastination get in the way. The cost may be too high. 


			JP    

















Consider the Thief on the Cross





Without doubt the most misused accounts in scripture, to prove a theology that is wrong, is the Thief on the Cross. I once spoke to a man who considered himself a theologian, about my belief concerning baptism. He responded by saying, “I don’t believe that baptism is essential to salvation and the account of the thief on the cross was put there to prove it.”


In his commentary on Matthew, J. B. Coffman gives the most commanding counter to this false teaching I have ever heard or read and I want to share it with you today. Read it carefully.





moved to appropriate the blessing.  


 (2) He believed on Him and confessed Him as “Lord” while others were reviling Him. (3) He made that amazing confession when he himself was in an agony of nakedness, suffering, death, and humiliation.  Can anyone fail to see the difference in his confession, under those circumstances, and the ordinary profession of faith today, when one is all dressed up in his Sunday best and encouraged by a whole church singing and praying to urge him forward? (4)  The robber confessed Christ in the presence of Christ’s bitterest foes in the exact moment of their triumph, those foes being none other than the leaders and most influential men in all Israel.  (5) He confessed Christ in the moment of Christ’s deepest humiliation, but those who confess today do so with the concurrent testimony of nineteen centuries affirming His glorification! (6) The robber gave evidence that he indeed had seen “God,” by his humble acceptance of the horrible death by crucifixion as a “just” reward of his deeds.


     In the light of these and many other considerations, it must be clear that those who would either claim for themselves or extend to others the promise of salvation without obeying the gospel, using the salvation of that ancient robber as a basis for it, are not worthy to be named in the same breath with that robber.  Where in the history of the world was there ever a more daring exhibition of faith, or nobler confession made under more difficult circumstances than was his?


				JP











     Was the thief on the cross saved?  Assuredly, yes!  Granted the premise that there is a separation of the righteous and the wicked in death, there can be no doubt of it.  Efforts to prove he was not saved rise from a mistaken zeal to defend a religious position, some fearing that the salvation of the thief on the cross negates such commands as baptism, but such is not the case.


     The thief died before any of the distinctive obligations of the Christian life were published.  He was dead and buried nearly two months before the Great Commission was given; he was never commanded to be baptized; and no person on earth today may claim any such status as that which pertained to the thief.  Baptism, for example, is mandatory upon all men, “even to as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him” (Acts 2:39).


Furthermore, all efforts to disassociate oneself from the commandments and obligations of the Christian gospel, on the basis of the robber’s salvation, arise from a total disregard of the truly remarkable exhibition of faith on his part.  Any thought that the robber was saved in some easy and perfunctory fashion disappears in the contemplation of what he actually did.  (1) He believed on the Lord at a time when even His staunchest disciples had forsaken Him and fled.  Of all the men on earth, that greater thief alone stands in glorious isolation as the unique witness of our 


Lord’s passion who appreciated it and 








